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Abstract: Meta-optics integrated with light sources has gained significant attention. However,
most focused on the efficiency of metasurfaces themselves, rather than the efficiency of integration.
To design highly efficient beam deflection, we develop a scheme of homo-metagrating, involving
the same material for meta-atoms, substrate, and top layer of the laser, to achieve near-unity
power from light-emitting to metasurfaces. We utilize three degrees of freedom: overall add-on
phase, parameters of meta-atoms in a period, and lattice arrangement. The overall efficiency
of homo-metagratings is higher than that of hetero-metagratings. We believe our approach is
capable of being implemented in various ultracompact optic systems.

© 2023 Optica Publishing Group under the terms of the Optica Open Access Publishing Agreement

1. Introduction

Light manipulated by metasurfaces has made waves in all-pervasive optical applications [1-5].
Metasurface thereby paves the ability to replace conventional optical components [6-9]. Among
these demonstrations, efficiency is always a crucial issue as one of the most important performance
metric that characterizes the performance of a device [10,11]. Nevertheless, most of these
demonstrations focused on the efficiency of metasurfaces themselves, rather than the efficiency
of integration in optic systems. Metasurfaces relate efficiency typically categorized into two
main ways [12]: the absolute efficiency [13,14] and the relative efficiency [15,16]. However,
both methods do not consider the issue of reflection loss happening at the source-air boundary
and the air-substrate boundary. Thus, we propose an overall perspective with the estimation
method, revamping the impedance mismatching and unifying the standard of efficiency. To
standardize such estimation methods for efficiency, metagratings as one of the most basic light
manipulations are employed. We perform this method in both homo-metagratings [17,18] and
hetero-metagratings [13,16,19,20], where homo-/hetero- is referred to usage of same/different
material(s) for building blocks and substrate in this article.

As shown in Fig. 1(a) when the light passes through the substrate, reflection loss results in
a drop of absolute efficiency. To avoid refractive index matching problem, the integration of
homo-metasurfaces with vertical cavity surface emitting laser (VCSEL) have been investigated
[18,21]. By utilizing a homo-metagrating, a relative efficiency of 50% (absolute efficiency
of approximately 34%) was achieved at a deflection angle of ~60° [18]. However, further
optimization for the deflection efficiency of metasurfaces themselves has not yet been conducted.

In this paper, we numerically demonstrate high-efficiency homo-metagratings based on a
simple forward design (rather than the inverse design method). We propose an optimization
method and unify the standard of efficiency evaluation. Considering the issue of impedance
matching, we propose the overall efficiency that involves the integration in optic systems. We
introduce 3 degrees of freedom that provides room for optimization. Our simulation results show
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Fig. 1. Overview of metagrating design using our design. (a) When the light is deflected,
the refractive index of the light is mismatched from the light source to the air. (b) Although
the refractive index matching problem between the light source and the air is solved. The
refractive index matching problem between the refractive index of silica and the material
of the light source. (c) We designed metasurfaces with a refractive index similar to that of
the light source. The refractive index of the light was matched from the light source to the
metasurface. (d) When the incident light passes through the metasurfaces, the light has the
TE TM mode beam in space because of the metasurfaces.

that a homo-metagrating can achieve a diffraction efficiency of 58% at the diffraction angle of
60°, which is approximately 1.7 times larger than that of homo-metagratings in the literature
[18]. Such a comprehensive perspective is demonstrated, paving a promising path for future
integration of optical systems, such as 3D sensing [22,23] and LiDAR [24].

2. Definition of overall efficiency

Many studies on efficiency of metasurfaces are focused on metasurfaces themselves, including
building blocks and substrate. Therefore, a scheme of a higher index of nanostructures with
a lower index of substrates (e.g., hetero-metagrating) was extensively considered. However,
in the case of compact integration of metasurfaces and the light source, an overall efficiency
considering light power from the source to the ideal order of beam deflection in the free space
was necessary. Therefore, we compared the overall efficiency (E,yerq) of three schemes. If we
just simply integrated a high-efficiency metasurface (usually with a glass substate in the visible
or near-infrared range) with a laser source separated with an air gap, as shown in Fig.1a, the
overall efficiency is denoted as
Py xX Ty, xXTyyxT,

Eoverall,1 = P =T X To3 X T)y, (1

where P; represents the power of the laser light source. And Tj; is the transmittance of light from
one material (refractive index »;) to another (refractive index n;), that is

4nl-nj
Tj=—>35. 2)
(n; + nj)

Here, T,, represents the diffraction efficiency of metagratings (most in simulation), considering
the light power from the substrate (n3) through meta-atoms to the ideal order of beam deflection
in the free space (n4). If there are no meta-atoms on the substrate, 7, becomes T34. We assume a
light beam with a wavelength of 940 nm illuminated from a VCSEL or a photonic crystal surface
emitting laser (PCSEL) (nGq45 = 3.506) to air; thus, the transmittance of the light is 715 = 69.1%.
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There is another transmittance from the air to the glass substate (14455 = 1.4512), T3 = 96.6%.
Therefore, the overall efficiency became E,yerq1,1 = T X 66.7%. Note that the absolute efficiency
(most in experiment) of a metasurface is usually derived as T»3 X T, and the relative efficiency
(most in experiment) of a metasurface is usually derived as (723 X T},) / (T3 X T34) =Ty | T34.

If the hetero-metagrating and the light source are connected, as shown in Fig. 1(b), there is
only one material boundary (GaAs and the glass substate). Therefore, the overall efficiency in
Scheme 2 is denoted as follow:

Eoverall,Z = PZXTFI)—3XTM = Tl3 X Tm- (3)
!

The overall efficiency was expected to be improved as compared to that of Scheme 1. The
light is incident from the light source to the glass substrate, the transmittance of the light is
T3 =82.8%, and the overall efficiency increases to Eyyerqir,2 = T X 82.8%.

To further enhance the overall efficiency, we replace the substrate with GaAs, as shown in
Fig. 1(c). The overall efficiency in Scheme 3 is denoted as

Py xTy
P

E()vemll,3 = Tm~ (4)

There is no boundary of materials with a different refractive index from light source to the
substate. Therefore, the overall efficiency further increases to Egyerai,3 = Tin X 100%, which is
considerably higher than that in Schemes 1 and 2.

Although the meta-atoms we selected are polarization insensitive, the deflected beam is indeed
polarization sensitive. If we consider the principle of reversibility, deflection beam follows the
same path but reverses its direction of travel. The reversed direction of travel is tilted with respect
to the meta-atoms’ axes, resulting in not strictly polarization independent even if meta-atoms
are polarization insensitive [25]. For instance, in Fig. 1(d), a beam illuminated to z-direction is
deflected to the x-direction with diffraction angle 6, the x—z plane is defined as a diffraction plane.
Therefore, the TE and TM modes are defined as the polarization states of light where the electric
fields are perpendicular and parallel to the diffraction plane.

3. Design of meta-atoms

To determine meta-atoms for our metagrating, we use the RETICOLO package to calculate
the transmittance and phase versus the different geometry parameters of nanopillars [26]. The
material of the nanopillars and substrate that we simulated are GaAs (Scheme 3, Fig. 1(c)).
Figure 2(a) shows the calculated transmission and phase coverage of square GaAs nanopillars as a
function of width operating at the wavelength of 940 nm, which matches the working wavelength
of PCSELs and VCSELs. The nanopillars are assembled in a subwavelength hexagonal lattice
(Fig. 2(a)), fixing the distance between the adjacent nanopillars at 310 nm. The inset represents a
single nanopillar of the array with width ranging from 80 nm to the lattice constant (U) of meta-
atoms minus 100 nm, considering limitation in fabrication process of GaAs homo-metasurfaces
(composed of circular or square nanopillars) [27]. We selected nanopillars that have phase
coverage more than 25t while maintaining high efficiency, shown Fig. 2(a). The transmittance is
not identity, which changed with the width of the nanopillar. A larger phase coverage provides us
more degree of freedom (DOF) in the nanopillar sampling. The two factors caused differences in
the diffraction efficiency, especially when select a few pillars for forming a metagrating.
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Fig. 2. (a) Calculated transmission and phase coverage of square GaAs nanopillars as a
function of the width operating at the wavelength of 940 nm. The inset represents a nanopillar
in hexagonal arrangement. (b) Simulated diffraction efficiency (at TM mode, TE mode, and
their average) at deflection angle of 49.3° versus different DOF of phase. (c) Comparison of
range of diffraction efficiency at TM mode, TE mode, and their average in hexagonal and
square arrangement.

4. Design of metagrating based on DOF of phase

These nanopillars are not limited to a square shape. We also calculated the transmittance and the
phase of circular nanopillars. Moreover, nanopillars with different periodicities as well as lattice
arrangements were considered in the calculation. First, we designed a grating in the hexagonal
lattice by using our designed meta-atoms that geometric parameters mentioned in session 3. For
instance, the number of meta-atoms in a supercell in x-direction is N, the lattice constant of the
meta-atoms is represented by U, and the grating period was therefore represented by A =N x U.
The deflection angle () is derived as

i (A i (A
6 = sin (A)—sm (NU)' 5

We therefore control the different diffraction angles by using different numbers of unit cells (V)
and lattice constant (U). The ideal phase distribution of the metagrating is defined as

2r .
(Ddeﬂector(x) = 7)(7 sinf + o, (6)

where § is a constant respected to the position and can be any value, denoting the DOF of the
overall add-on phase (hereinafter referred to as DOF of phase). Different nanopillars had different
transmittance values. Therefore, selecting different set of nanopillars by manipulating different &
leads to higher efficiency.

To compare the diffraction efficiency of the grating versus the DOF of the phase, we calculate
the diffraction efficiency in TM and TE modes at a fixed deflection angle of 49.3° (U =310 nm
and N =4). The results are shown in Fig. 2(b). We observed that the diffraction efficiency
varies by changing the DOF of the phase. This result confirmed that the diffraction efficiency
varied during the selection of a few pillars for forming a metagrating. Moreover, the maximum
diffraction efficiency of the TM mode was higher than that of the TE mode.

Different lattice arrangements affect the efficiency too. We also calculated the diffraction
efficiency of the grating in the square lattice arrangement (same periodicity and diffraction angle).
The results are presented in Fig. 2(c). The efficiency still varies by changing the DOF of the
phase. We observed that the overall efficiency of the square lattice was lower than that of the
hexagonal arrangement in this case. We will compare more cases in Section 5.

To see how different shapes of nanopillars affects the efficiency, we also calculate the diffraction
efficiency of the square and circular nanopillars in the TM (blue line) and TE (amber line) modes,
as shown in Figs. 3(a) and 3(b), respectively. Each efficiency range at each diffraction angle
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indicates results from different DOFs of the phase. The deflection angle is related to N and
U, where N =3-9 and U =300-390 nm is considered. We observe that the efficiency of the
grating is similar with different patterns (square nanopillars and circular pillars). As shown in
Figs. 3(a) and 3(b), the maximum diffraction efficiency of the TM mode is generally higher than
that of the TE mode. This meant that we could obtain a higher efficiency of deflection beams by
controlling the orientation of the meta-grating parallel to the linearly polarized beam from the

mode controllable VCSEL or PCSEL.
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Fig. 3. Simulated metagrating efficiency analysis. Simulated diffraction efficiency at TM
and TE mode of metagrating of (a) square nanopillars and (b) circle nanopillars. (c) Average
efficiency of metagrating of square nanopillars and (d) circle nanopillars.

Considering an unpolarized light incidence, we average diffraction efficiency in TM mode
and TE mode in Figs. 3(c) (square nanopillars) and 3d (circular nanopillars). If the incident
light from laser source is a plane wave, the overall deflection efficiency (Eyyerq13) is up to 58.9%
at a diffraction angle of 60° (in both Figs. 3(c) and 3(d)). This value is about 85% in relative
efficiency, which is 1.7 times larger than literature [18]. This result reveals that the metasurfaces
designed by the simple forward optimization based on the DOF of the phase could realize a
highly efficient metasurface even at a large diffraction angle. Moreover, this design could be used
to directly manufacture metasurfaces on the light source to achieve the integration of the light
source and the diffractive component.

5. Design of metagrating based on more DOFs

There are more degrees of freedom utilized to increase the deflection efficiency rather than the
DOF of phase. For example, a diffraction angle is determined by using the grating period A,
which is obtained with different sets of N and U. We calculate the peak average efficiency for
N =5 and N =6, and the efficiency versus deflection angle is shown in Fig. 4(a). A deflection
angle of ~28.8°, for instance, can be realized by setting (N, U) = (5, 310 nm) or (6, 370 nm).
However, the set of (5, 310 nm) results in higher efficiency. Therefore, the deflection angle ranges
from 28.8° to 30.5° (marked with light red background) indicated that the DOF in the selection
of (N, U) played an important role in determining the efficiency as well as the DOF of phase. In
contrast, both the profiles (N =5 and N = 6) has peak efficiency at U = 310 nm, which could be
attributed to the higher transmission of nanopillars with a specific lattice constant of meta-atoms.
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Fig. 4. Comparison of lattice and efficiency. (a) In the similar diffraction angle range, the
DOF can be used to obtain better diffraction efficiency. We simulated the arrangement of
hexagonal and square lattices as a degree of freedom to select better (b) TM and (c) TE
diffraction efficiency. Comparison of the average efficiency of hetero-metagratings from Ref.
[16] with our design of homo-metagratings, where the homo-metagratings consist of (d)
square nanopillars and (e) circle nanopillars arranged in both hexagonal and square lattices.

Arrangement of nanopillars provides another DOF in design. We also simulate a homo-
metagrating made of square nanopillars arranged in a square lattice and compare the highest
efficiency in TM mode with that in a hexagonal one, shown in Fig. 4(b). Overall, hexagonal
lattice arrangement performs efficiency higher than that of square lattice in most of cases of N.
In contrast, square lattice arrangement is higher at N =4 (marked with light blue background),
except (N, U) = (4, 310nm), which detail results shown in Figs. 2(b) and 2(c). On the other
hand, we compare the efficiency in TE mode and results are shown in Fig. 4(c). Hexagonal
lattice arrangement has higher efficiency as well except N =3 and 5 (marked with light amber
background). This indicated that the arrangement of the lattice serves as a DOF for higher
diffraction efficiency in design.

Next, we compare the average efficiency of our homo-metagrating with that of the hetero-
metagrating from Ref [13,16,19]., as shown in in Figs. 4(d) and 4(e). Considering an integration of
homo-metagrating and light source, the overall efficiency for homo-metagrating is Eyyerqi1 3 = Tin-
In contrast, that is Eyyerqn.1 = T23 X T, for integration of hetero-metagrating and light source.
We assume 71> = 1 here, but light extraction efficiency of lasers is not unity and changes with
different lasers. We found that the overall efficiency of our homo-metagrating (square nanopillars)
achieved results similar to those reported in Ref. [16] (Fig. 4(d)). On the other hand, our
homo-metagrating (circular nanopillars) performs significant high overall efficiency at diffraction
angles larger than 40° compared to [16] (Fig. 4(e)). If we consider the refractive index difference
(ny # np, T12 < 1) at laser-air boundary, the overall efficiency of hetero-metagratings is even
lower, indicating the significant overall efficiency improvement with homo-metagratings in our
design.

6. Conclusion

In this study, we demonstrated high-efficiency homo-metagratings based on a simple forward
optimization design through simulations. We forward optimize homo-metagratings by utilizing
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the DOF of phase (6), number of unit cells (), lattice constant (U), and lattice arrangement.
The simulated diffraction efficiency gets up to 67.7% and 58.6% for the TM mode and average at
a deflection angle of ~60° (Fig. 4(b)) [18]. It means that usage of a polarization characteristics
of laser (e.g., PCSEL) in the integration can further increase the diffraction efficiency [28]. The
homo-metagratings can solve the problem of reduced diffraction efficiency caused by packaged
light sources passing through the substrate and the metasurfaces by allowing for the direct
fabrication of a metasurface onto the unpackaged GaAs materials, such as PCSEL or VCSEL
[29,30]. The overall efficiency of homo-metagratings can be even increased by using inverse
design that provides more degrees of freedom in geometric shapes not intuitively driven by
humans [16,31,32]. There is a high potential for the integration of the metasurfaces into PCSEL
or VCSEL for research applications such as LiDAR, depth sensing, and optical communication.
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